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Abstract

The need and lack of relevant skills in South Africa became a topic of concern. Government iden-
tified the Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) Colleges as part of the solu-
tion in addressing the skills gap in South Africa. For this reason entry requirements (pre-
requisites) for the NC (V) programmes were lowered to Grade 10, compared to the ones for Re-
port 191 programmes which needed students who have passed Grade 12.

The introduction of the same TVET programmes at different levels has caused confusion to
communities and students enrolling for these programmes. The problems addressed in this dis-
cussion case are challenges informing the choices taken by students in enrolling for NC (V) or
Report 191 programmes. A qualitative approach was adopted to handle interviews with students
and staff of a sample TVET College while a thematic approach was used to analyse and present
findings from data collected through interviews.

Results confirmed the confusion. The findings are relevant for a discussion case because they can
be considered as discussion topics by decision makers on possible choices for enrolling in TVET
colleges and in establishing marketing and awareness programs of the TVET programmes.
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